Effects of cyproterone acetate on mating behavior, testicular morphology, testosterone level, and body temperature in male ferrets in comparison with normal and castrated males.
Effects of surgical castration of 60-day-old male ferrets are compared with the effects of a chemical castration with cyproterone acetate from postnatal day 60 until 360. Investigations were made on mating behavior, intermale aggression, testicular morphology, plasma testosterone level and body temperature. While controls show seasonal variations in all parameters, according to the annual cycle of sexual activity and inactivity, both, surgically and chemically castrated ferrets show throughout the year constant parameters similar to that of controls during the sexual inactive period. All investigated effects of a long-term treatment with cyproterone acetate are fully reversible within 2 years after termination of drug administration.